A study of tail tip necrosis in young fattening bulls on slatted floors.
A questionnaire sent to 78 producers revealed that tail tip necrosis was seen only in units with fattening bulls housed on slatted floors. Out of 43 such units, 20 (46.5 per cent) reported that tail tip necrosis was a herd problem. All 43 herds were visited, owners were interviewed and housing and management data recorded. It is concluded that tail tip necrosis is a multifactorial disease. The initial lesion is caused by tramping, but the following factors are essential in the development and severity of the disease, i) slatted concrete floors, ii) close confinement, iii) hot season and iv) body weight above 200 kg. The stocking density (expressed as kg bodyweight per square meter pen) was significantly higher in problem herds (210 kg/m2) than in control herds (165 kg/m2). There was a close relationship between high environmental temperature and tail tip necroses. The majority of incidents occurred during the warm season (May through September), very few cases were seen during the colder months. The general morbidity and mortality rates were significantly higher in problem herds than in control herds. Microbiology of affected tails revealed mixed infections in most cases, with Corynebacterium pyogenes and Bacteroides melaninogenicus as the most frequently isolated organisms. Principles of treatment and prevention are discussed. There is evidence to assume that a 10-20 per cent reduction in stocking density could be an efficient prophylactic measure.